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The environmental changes brought about by global warming may have wide-ranging implications on public health. When I speak about health, I refer to a complete sense of physical, social, psychological and environmental well-being, and not simply the absence of illness, disability or eco-pathological conditions (An Ecological Definition of Health, EL-Ahraf and Hanson, 1972). Simply put, at the very least, global warming has an effect on the well-being of human populations across the globe.


As the evidence deepens about the effects of global warming, people have to face the fact that our activities are key to the developing problem, as clearly stated by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)-- "the balance of evidence suggests a discernible human influence on global climate". The IPCC verifies the finding that the Earth's average surface temperature has increased since 1861.


The effects on public health will vary according to the severity of ecological conditions and the vulnerability of a certain population as determined by their age, nutritional status, environmental health standards, and uses of technology. In general, as temperature increases, precipitation changes, soil moisture elevates and sea level rises with potential adverse public health conditions resulting from heat waves, changes in air and water quality, spread of communicable diseases, droughts, floods, storms and population displacement. It is important to note that although these effects are not certain, enough bases of knowledge, data from simulation models, and experience with historical epidemiological episodes point to explicit and reasonable predictions of the potential impact of global warming on public health.

