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Introduction: Egypt has a high prevalence of hepatitis C (HCV), predominantly genotype 4. HCV and hepatitis B (HBV) have common route of infection. 

Aim: 1) Study the prevalence of HBV past infection in chronic HCV patients. 2) Study the impact of HBV past infection on the severity of hepatic fibrosis, inflammatory activity, steatosis, and response to interferon/ribavirin therapy. 

Patients and Methods: 191 consecutive naive patients with chronic HCV and negative HBs Ag were studied. HBc Ab was studied, and HBV DNA and tissue immunohistochemistry were studied in patients with HBc Ab positive. Demographic, laboratory and liver biopsy data, according to modified Ishac score, were collected. 

Results: 76/191(40%) had HBc Ab positive; all of them had negative serum HBV DNA and tissue immunohistochemistry. HBc Ab was positive in 2/18 patients (11%) with stage 0-1 fibrosis, 60/147 (41%) with stage 2-4 and 14/26 (54%) with stage 5-6 (P= 0.01). In multivariate analysis, to adjust for other variables, HBc Ab was  the independent predictor of severe hepatic fibrosis (P=0.02). HBc Ab has a tendency for association with inflammatory activity (P=0.06), and no association with steatosis (P=0.2). 50% of HBc Ab positive and 45% of HBc Ab negative have SVR (P=0.6). 

Conclusions:  1) Past infection with HBV is common among chronic HCV patients in Egypt. 2) Chronic HCV patients with past infection of HBV have higher risk to severe hepatic fibrosis. 3) Past infection with HBV appeared to have no relation to steatosis or response to interferon therapy.   
