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With rapid advances in communication and information technology, globalization has become a reality in many aspects of today’s interactive world environment.  Economics as well as the engineering profession are among the top foundational elements shaping the global events.  The energy sector in general and interconnected electrical power networks in particular have long been cross-border linked.   While globalization has direct benefits in effective sharing of technology, resources and experience among the nations, it introduces great challenges in its implementation due to the diversity in both cultural differences and technical standings.  Engineering education must now include the global nature of system design constraints.  In the past two decades, engineering and technology applications have sharply grown. Graduate engineers are required to not only learn vast amount of technical information in a four- or five-year period, but also gain sufficient knowledge of economical and cultural impact in a multidisciplinary worldwide setting.

In this paper, the effects of globalization on engineering education are investigated.  The global trends in engineering curricula are reviewed.  A comparison is made between typical power engineering curricula in the US and those in Egyptian universities. The significance of language proficiency, communication skills and technical writing capabilities are pointed out.  The objectives of future curriculum restructuring efforts are identified.  These efforts must be both locally applicable and based on self-assessment and continuous improvement techniques. 

