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The current crisis in global security affairs was long coming as a result of serious and growing cultural, economic, political and military conflicts between certain developed and developing nations. Some of these conflicts are recent, while most have historical roots. Such conflicts have led to extremism, terrorist attacks, wars, and major security problems in many parts of the world. In the long run, the roots of the problems, rather than the symptoms, must be identified and dealt with. These may include economic and social problems in both developing and developed nations, injustices inflicted on the people of developing nations by both internal and external forces, the rise of religious and nationalistic extremism, racism and discrimination, dictatorship, and lack of democracy.  

A major problem facing most the so-called Developed Countries is the obvious Disequilibria between Economic and Social Development. That is between Material and Human Development. The rapid technological developments in western/northern nations during the past century led to rapid, yet imbalanced, accumulation of wealth and power. Unfortunately, such material progress came at high social and human cost. The results include a breakdown in social structures and families, stress, human depression, high crime and suicide rates, the widespread of immoralities, and a decline in social and spiritual values. Furthermore, new economic and energy needs led these countries to look into new possibilities to exploit resources beyond their geographic borders, and revisit the notion of military, cultural and economic invasion of foreign territories. On the other hand, eastern and southern cultures have lagged behind in technological and material progress while trying to hold on their social and spiritual traditions. Meanwhile, these so-called Developing Countries after their independence from long foreign occupations have been plagued with poverty, corruption, dictatorships, lack of education and poor health care. One must wonder, which approach is better for human development and welfare? East/South, or West/North The answer is probably neither. Both models of development have serious problems. In fact, the current gaps in material, social and spiritual values among nations, together with the widespread injustices have resulted in major global conflicts, wars, and violence.

The new approach to development that the author recommends is based on concurrent economic and social development. The human factor in development should not be ignored or scarified as in classical capitalistic and communist systems of development. Both have failed. The most advanced stage of development has not been reached in any country yet. It is a model where a society enjoys concurrent material, social and spiritual tranquility and maturity.

This paper will first discuss some of the causes and remedies of global security problems. Then the focus will shift to problems facing both developed and developing nations. Finally, the author will propose a new balanced model to national economic/social development.  Applications to Egypt will be addressed.                                      

